
Exceptionally clear coverage 
of a curriculum constant

 Checks and Balances: The Three 
Branches of the American Government 
focuses on a perennial middle and high 
school subject. Students doing assignments 
will be empowered by Checks and 
Balances’s tailored coverage of the U.S. 
federal government’s inner-workings. Both 
historical and practical elements are 
addressed. The set is divided into three 
volumes, each dedicated to a particular 
branch — Executive, Legislative and 
Judicial. Topics related to the function of 
each branch include: 

• �Constitutional duties and obligations 

• �Key positions — including eligibility and 
how individuals are elected or appointed

• �Day-to-day operations within the branch

• �Interactions with the other branches

• �And more

Completely relevant to middle 
and high school users 
Written especially for students in grades  
5-12, Checks and Balances uses clear,  
easy-to-understand text that is organized 
in a friendly manner and stays within an 
appropriate scope. With ample information 
to satisfy the interests and needs of 
its users, Checks and Balances helps 
students work independently on reports, 
term papers and other assignments.

Nicely weighted with  
historical perspective
Typically, references addressing the 
three branches of the U.S. government 
maintain a singular “how it works” 
presentation, leaving out critical elements 
of history. Filling this gap in coverage, 
Checks and Balances not only engages 
users in the mechanics of each branch 
of the federal government, but also 
provides highly desirable historical context 
surrounding its subject, including:

• �Historical overview of each branch 

• �Roots in other governments

• �Founding fathers’ interpretation of 
each branch’s role in the government

• �Changes since 1776

• �The future

Checks and Balances features: 
• �Thorough coverage written at 

appropriate middle school level

• �Succinct, one-page overview of 
each branch, repeated in each 
volume for easy reference

• �General essay about the American 
government, included in all 
volumes to provide context

• �Definitions of difficult words 
and concepts to ensure complete 
understanding of text

• �Appendix covering the U.S. Constitution 
and Constitutional Amendments
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