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Tiananmen Square and U.S.-China Relations,
1989-1993

This review of international relations analyzes the 1989
demonstrations, China’s human rights issues and more

« Date Range: 1989-1993
« Content: 19,137 pages
« Source Library: George HW. Bush Presidential Library
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Throughout the 20th century, Tiananmen Square was the epicenter for many
political events: the May 4th Movement of 1919; Mao Zedong’s proclamation of the
People’s Republic of China in 1949; and annual mass military displays on subsequent
National Days until 1959.

The historic student standoff of 1989 was sparked by the death of a pro-democracy
and anti-corruption official, Hu Yaobang. More than 100,000 protesters converged
to mourn Hu’s death, but they lacked a unified cause or leadership. The so-named
June 4th Movement lasted seven weeks, until tanks cleared Tiananmen Square
leaving many protesters dead or severely injured.

Winer, Beverty, Files, MFN Swaoes for Ching [Flles Comain
Infermation Uied im Drafting Kobe Latters or for Individu
L Furberl]

Ranna, Jemas, Files. [Chinal §31 (0OAID OT 345508 . . .
- Following the conflict, the government conducted widespread arrests of protesters

and their supporters, cracked down on other protests around China, banned
the foreign press from the country and strictly controlled coverage of the events
in the PRC press.
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Unique primary sources

Tiananmen Square and U.S.-China Relations, 1989-1993 offers unique primary-
source documents relating to the demonstrations and their aftermath: public mail,
memoranda, reports, cables, meeting notes, news clippings and much more.
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Tiananmen Square
and U.S.-China relations,
1989-1993

Consisting of documents from White House Office

of Records Management (WHORM) Subject File
categories and the Staff and Office Files, this collection
documents the response of the George H. W. Bush
White House to deteriorating U.S.-Chinese relations
and worldwide support for the movement and
condemnation of the Chinese government response.

Sample WHORM Subiject File collections include:
« CO 034 Country File on China
« FG 0001 Presidential Office

« FO 004-02 Loans - Funds (Regarding World Bank
loans to China)

* HU Human Rights

« ME 002 Presidential Messages (relating to the
situation in China and American views on the pro-
Democracy movement)

« PRO12 Public Relations (petitions and resolutions
from the public, state officials, and local government
officials on U.S.-Chinese relations and support for the
pro-democracy movement.)

Staff and Office collections include files from Chief

of Staff John Sununu; Council of Economic Advisers
members Michael Boskin, John B. Taylor and Paul
Wonnacott; National Security Council members Richard
Barth, Karl Jackson Files, Doug Paal and Peter Rodman;
and Public Liaison Officer James Schaefer.

This collection also contains memorandum,
correspondence and talking points tied to President
Bush'’s decision to resume World Bank loans to China
in July 1990.
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Dasy Mr. Prasidant:

o ma will dacide in the rext few vesks vhathar to accept your
] tisn and autend most faverad nation trade status to Chima.
Ue urs writing to share our oconcafnd.

In the debats over the appropriats U.F. pelloy towards Chink, oné
thing is olear) Chira‘s bahavicr wust change. The United itates has
sarious human cights and forelgn pelicy cencerns with China. Dwsy
Asarican remssbers the vivid images of tha Tlanarmes Esssscre. In the
two ysars since Tiananzan Sguare, evidsnos of democratle refors haa
been svant at bemst. We ales have lesrmed of Chinsss sales of advansed
pismilas to Syris and Paklstan, and of nuolear technelogy sales to
ALGATiA. THADS Are credible reports that Chins hes ferced pollcieal
priscpars to proguce goods for sxport te the 0.8,

The Dnitsad States alds has sarisuld aconomlc concerns with Chima.
The U.5. Trade Repressantative’s anmual report on forelign trade
Earcisce lists tanm pm of Chipnsss Barriers. China salntains
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President George Bush May 22, 1980

White House
Wishington, D 20500

Diear Presidest Bush,

Chins is at n historieal turning point. The faie of one fourth of the whole world
population is elosely conmected with that of sll humanity. While we well undemsinnd
the imporiance of the China card in the U, 5. global stmiegy, we strongly urge you to
act prompily in support of the an-going demonstration in China. We believe this ta be
appropriste ni this crudal momeni on both politizal aod humsniterinn grounds,

Politically, the government of the Unlted Seates has to take enre of lobied Sintes
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